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troops from the vicinity of Fort St. David. Dupleix agreed
to have the Nawab's flag hoisted over Fort St. George for
eight days. After this Fort St. George was to be graciously
made over to the French by a written order from the Nawab.
The French Governor will then be at liberty to hoist his own
flag over the citadel of Fort St. George. The Governors pro-
mised to give presents to the value of 40,000 rupees to the
Nawab.1

It is foreign to the purpose of this work to enter into the
details of the struggle between the French and the English for
predominance on the Coromandel coast; suffice it to say that
after the commencement of hostilities between the two nations,
both strenuously applied themselves to enlist the sympathy of
the Subedar of the Deccan. Nizamu'1-Mulk, under the influ-
ence of Ghulam Imam Husain Khan (Imam Sahib), had a
very pronounced pro-French tendency, while his son, Nasir
Jang, was inclined to favour the English, Nizamu'1-Mulk well
knew that Raghuji Bhonsla was already in correspondence
with Dupleix. In the meantime, the French Governor of
Pondiche.y wrote to Nizamu'1-Mulk, pointing out the
indignity to which the French were subjected by the English
and the insult offered to the Emperor of Delhi by seizing
the ships which bore his flag. The purport of the letter is
given by Ananda Ranga Pillai in his diary in the following
words:

The King of France has been informed that the English
at Madras have unjustly seized French ships, and that
they have taken another, bound for Manilla, which bore
the name and flag of Muhammad Shah, the Emperor of
Delhi, and was carrying a cargo consigned to him. The
insult offered to the Emperor, by thus capturing a ship
bearing his name and flag, has exceedingly enraged the
King of France, his most faithful friend. He is, therefore,
resolved that the city of Madras, which belongs to the
English, shall be seized, and that the British flag which now
flies there shall be thrown down, and replaced by that of
the French. He has accordingly despatched a few men-of-
war to take Madras, and to hoist the white flag over it.

1 The Diary of Ananda Ranga Pillai, vol. Ill, p. 287.